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Marozia, wife to Guy, Marquis of Tuscany, and her mother and sister,
both called Theodora, three women of scandalous lives, several unworthy
popes were intruded into the apostolic chair, and ignorance and scandals
gained ground in some parts. Yet at that very time many churches were
blessed with pastors of eminent sanctity, and many saints preached penance
with wonderful success; nor did any considerable heresy arise in all that
century. Pride, indeed, and a conceit of learning are the usual source
of that mischief. But this constant conservation of the church can only
be ascribed to the singular protection of God, who watches over his church
that it never fail.

The following feasts are celebrated on June 20 :

ST BAIN, Bishop of Terouanne, now St Omer: BLESSED FRANCIS PACHECO, S.J., martyr;
ST GOBAIN of Ireland, ordained by St Fursey, martyred in France by barbarians from Germany :
ST IDABERGA or EDBERGE, one of many saints belonging to the family of Penda, King of Mercia,
an obstinate enemy to the name of Christ: and ST SILVERIUS, Pope and martyr

JUNE 21
ST ALOYSIUS (OR LEWIS) GONZAGA, CONFESSOR

(A.D.  1591)

[From his life, written in the most authentic manner by F. Ceparius, his master of novices. Sec
also other memoirs collected by Janning, the BoUandist, Junij, t. iv. p. 847, ad p. 1169,
and his life in French by F. Orleans.]

ALOYSIUS GONZAGA was son of Ferdinand Gonzaga, prince of the holy
empire, and Marquis of Castiglione, removed In the third degree of
kindred from the Duke of Mantua. His mother was Martha Tana
Santena, daughter of Tanus Santena, lord of Cherry, in Piedmont. She
was lady of honour to Isabel, the wife of Philip II of Spain, in whose
court the Marquis Gonzaga also lived in great favour. When she
understood this nobleman had asked her in marriage both of the king
and queen, and of her friends in Italy, being a lady of remarkable
piety, she spent her time in fasting and prayer in order to learn the
will of heaven and to draw down upon herself the divine blessing. The
marriage was solemnized in the most devout manner, the parties at the
same time performing their devotions for the jubilee. When they left
the court and returned into Italy, the marquis was declared chamberlain
to his majesty and general of part of the army in Lombardy, with a grant
of several estates. The marchioness made it her earnest petition to God
that he would bless her with a son, who should devote himself entirely
to his love and service. Our saint was born in the castle of CasrigMone,
in the diocese of Brescia, on the 9th of March 1568. William, Duke of
Mantua, stood godfather and gave him the name of Aloysius. The holy
names of Jesus and Mary, with the sign of the cross and part of the
catechism, were the first words which his devout mother taught him as
soon as he was able to speak; and from her example and repeated